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Amiga§ Latinas board celebrates their 10
year Diamond Anniversary.

Diamond
Anniversary Dance
& the Diamond Girl

League

Nearly 200 people attended
Amigas Ten-Year Diamond
Anniversary Celebration at the
Plumbers Union Hall on July 16,
exactly ten years to the day of the
first gathering of Amigas Latinas
on July 16, 1995. The Lesbian
Community  Cancer  Project
(LCCP), our original fiscal agent
before we became a 501c3
organization, co-sponsored the
event and provided liability
coverage and much visibility and
exposure.

In honor of our milestone year,
four DJs donated their services to
help keep the party going — our
long-time “official” DJ, Wanda
Rodriguez was joined by DJ
Sandy (known by many a Paris
Dance/CK & Augie’s patron), DJ
Dragonfire, who regularly spins
for Chix Mix Productions at Circuit
and DJ Casper, our honorary
lesbian DJ who has spun on
numerous occasions for Synergy!
The four-way mix master set that
closed the evening was pretty
incredible...if we’'d only had one
more hour!!

www.amigaslatinas.org

Amigas was the recipient of
much Amigas generosity. Mills
Catering, owned and operated by
Amigas members, Millicent
Lagares and Eva Vasquez,
donated the food. They are
planning to open a restaurant in
the near future, and we wish them
much success!

Rosie Aybar and partner
Sandy Aguirre, both Amigas and
PFLAG: Entre Familia members,
created the beautiful 12-minute
video that highlighted the past ten
years (but failed to provide the
answer to the intriguing
guestion..."Which  Amiga  has
dated the most Amigas
members?”)

It was certainly interesting to
hear all the possible players!!
Wow! Rosie is currently working
on a revised video presentation for
our upcoming Anniversary &
Scholarship Dinner.

Other sponsors included the
Chicago Department of Public
Health and Lora Branch, always
a good friend to Amigas; Windy
City Media Group and Tracy
Baim, another long-time Amigas
supporter; Motorola supported us
for the first time and our official
Frida Kahlo supplier and sponsor,
Mestiza, located in the heart of
Pilsen on 18" Street, donated
many items to our raffle.

In keeping with our Diamond
theme, we were also fortunate to
be sponsored by Vargas Jewelry
who donated a diamond pendant
for our raffle. It was won by ex-
Chicagoan, former Howard Brown
staffer, Stacy Long, who was in
town from Washington, D.C.
visiting for the weekend. The
diamond looked fabulous around
her neck and we were happy she
had won.
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Rounding out the sponsors and
supporters was our very own
Mabel Vilner who once again
donated a beautiful painting which
was won by Amigas members Lilly
and Tammy. They say it's
hanging in the bedroom -- more
than an appropriate location.

The success of our kick-off
Anniversary event was also made
possible by the numerous
volunteers, including the Chicago
Kings, Dyke March and Chix
Mix. Volunteers helped tend bar,
take tickets, guard the diamond
and of course haul stuff in and out
— thank you to all our volunteers!

Several surprises were on
hand that evening as we were
joined by Javier Barajas and
Kasey Reese, former long-time
Chicago activists who have called
Vancouver, British Colombia their
home for the past four plus years.
They happened to be in town and
stopped by to say hello.

Thanks to all our Diamond
Anniversary
sponsors/Muchisimas
gracias a nuestros
patrocinadores:

Lesbian Community
Cancer Project
Chicago Department of
Public Health
Vargas Jewelry
Windy City Media Group
Mills Catering
Mestiza
Aybar/Aguirre
Productions
Motorola
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Amigas “official” DJ, anda Rodriguez is
presented with a special award for all her
years of dedication to the community.

The biggest surprise came
during the welcome program when
Amigas board members honored
DJ Wanda for her long-time
volunteer commitment to Amigas
and board co-chair Evette
Cardona in recognition of her
dedication as founder and
organizer for the last ten years.
Wanda was pretty speechless but
Evette, always willing and ready to
speak, thanked the board and
challenged the audience to keep
the vision of Amigas alive by living
fearlessly and unapologetically
every day.

Baile del 10™°
Aniversario de
Diamantes & la Liga
de las Chicas
Diamantinas

Casi 200 personas asistieron
al Baile del 10™ Aniversario de
Diamantes en el salon Plumbers
Union Hall el 16 de julio,
exactamente diez afios al dia de la
primera reunibn de Amigas
Latinas. El Proyecto Comunitario
Lesbico del Cancer (LCCP),
nuestro agente fiscal cuando no
eramos oficialmente una
organizacién 501c3 (organizacion
no lucrativa), fue copatrocinador
del acontecimiento y proporciono
mucha publicidad y el
aseguramiento.

iPara honrar un afio tan
importante, cuatro DJs donaron
sSus servicios para mantener a la
fiesta — nuestra DJ *“oficial” de

muchos aflos, DJ Wanda
Rodriguez, con DJ Sandy
(conocida como Paris Dance y CK
y Augie’s), DJ Dragonfire, quien
gira regularmente para
Producciones Chix Mix en Circuito
y DJ Casper, nuestra DJ vy
lesbiana honoraria que ha girado
en numerosas ocasiones para la
Sinergia (Synergy)!

iEl conjunto de las cuatro que
cerr6 la noche fue totalmente
increible...si s6lo hubiermos tenido
una hora mas!

Muchas Amigas fueron
generosas con Amigas. Millicent
Lagares y Eva Vasquez, dueias
y directoras de Comidas Mills,
donaron el alimento. jEllas
planean abrir un restaurante muy
pronto, y nosotras les deseamos
mucho éxito! jRosie Aybar y su
pareja Sandy Aguirre, de Amigas
y PFLAG: Entre Familia, crearon
un video hermoso de 12 minutos
que destacé los ultimos diez afios
pero no resolivio la pregunta que

intriga... “Cual  Amiga ha
enamorado con mas miembras de
Amigas?” IDe  verdad fue

interesante conocer todas las
concursantes! jAh! Rosie esta
revisando el video de Ila
presentacion para darla en nuestra
proxima cena celebrando nuestro
Aniversario & la Beca Aixa.

Otros patrocinadores
incluyeron el Departamento de
Salud Publica y Sanidad de
Chicago y Lora Branch, siempre
una buena amiga de Amigas;
Windy City Media Group y Tracy
Baim, otra partidaria de Amigas de
muchos afios; Motorola nos
apoyo por primera vez; y nuestro
patrocinador y proveedor oficial de
Frida Kahlo, Mestiza, localizado
en el centro de Pilsen en la Calle
18, doné muchos articulos a
nuestra rifa. De acuerdo con
nuestro tema de Diamantes,
nosotros éramos también
afortunadas de ser patrocinadas
por la Joyeria Vargas, que dono
un colgante de diamantes para
nuestra rifa. Ganadora del
colgante fue ex habitante de
Chicago, empleada antigua de
Howard Brown, Stacy Long, quien
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visitaba Chicago por el fin de
semana y vive en Washington,
D.C. El diamante luci6 fabuloso
colgando de su cuello y nosotras
estabamos felices de que se lo
hubiera ganado.

Otra patrocinadora del
acontecimiento fue nuestra propia
Mabel Vilner, quien doné una vez
mas una pintura  hermosa.
Miembras de Amigas, Lilly vy
Tammy, se ganaron la pintura.
Dicen que cuelga en el dormitorio -
- una  ubicacion bastante
apropiada.
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Thank you to our inaugural
Diamond Girl League*

Fina Oceguera
Liz Millan
Blanca Salazar
Terri Diaz & Rose Rocha
Norma Seledon
& Alicia Amador
Julia Salgado
& Miriam Torrado
Evette Cardona
& Mona Noriega

* “Diamond Girls” are donors who contribute a
minimum of $250 to support the programs and
activities of Amigas Latinas each year.

El éxito de nuestro primer
acontecimiento del Aniversario se
debié a los numerosos voluntarios
como Los Reyes “Drag” de
Chicago, Marcha Dyke, vy
Producciones Chix Mix. jlLos
voluntarios ayudaron ha tender el
bar, coger las entradas, proteger al
diamante, y por supuesto, acarrear
las pilchas -- gracias a todos
nuestros voluntarios!







